
NEWSLETTER,  MARCH 2009  

The first Monday of February was our annual Membership Meeting and Election of Officers.  We thank 
those members who attended . The Board of Trustees for 2009 are: 

President   Ruth Hemming 

Vice-President   Cindy Frings 

Secretary   Herb Hemming 

Treasurer   Iris Williams 

House & Grounds  Phil Riege 

Development   Joanne Cunha 

Special Events   Edmund Arredondo 

Public Relations   Linda Harmon 

Art Branch   Oatley Kidder 

Dance Branch   Karin Dron 

Literary Branch   Liz Grumette 

Music Branch   Judy Vander 

Photography Branch  Roger Conrad 

Theatre Branch   Len Klaif 

Members at Large  Steve Grumette,  Bill Spellman,  Don CampbelL 

THEATRE THINGS…….. 

Last chance to see the current production, “Private Lives” which closes after a wonderfully successful 
run on March 7. 

Next up is “NOISES OFF”.  This is an invitation for an evening of entertainment to watch the actors in a 
“play within a play”.  The title refers to the live noises made off the stage.  In Act 1, the audience will 
watch the actors rehearse a British farce called “Nothing On”.  It is the night before opening night … and 
oh dear.  Trouble abounds.  In Act II the audience gets to see what happens backstage after a month on 
the road.  In Act III, it is closing night of a long run. Directed by Gai Jones, it will run March 27 – April 25. 
A cast of talented actors with some local favorites play the roles perfectly. Times are Fri. & Sat. at 8 p.m., 
Sunday at 7 p.m.  Call 640-8797 or log on to www.ojaiact.org. 

Gai Jones switches hats to direct the intergenerational production of PETER PAN.  Auditions are March 
30, 31 and April 1, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.  The non-musical production is open to actors, ages 8 to 98. Bring a 
headshot and 1 page resume and a date planner for March, April, May.  Roles open for adults and older 
youth are: Nana, Mr. & Mrs. Darling, Captain Hook, all pirates, Panther and Crocodile.  Roles for youth 
are: John, Wendy, Michael, Tiger Lily, all lost boys/girls, fairies, Indians, mermaids, birds, animals, Nana 
and Crocodile. Performances are May 14 -31.  Please email Gai Jones if you have any questions at 
“gai.jones@sbcglobal.net.  

LITERARY LISTINGS 

On Monday, March 9 at 7 p.m., Zoe and Doc Murdock, writers and writing teachers, who have led the 
Ojai Writing Workshop for a number of years will present a free program.  Zoe’s novel, Torn by God: A 
Family’s Struggle With Polygamy, has just been published.  Inspired by true events, Torn by God is a 
riveting family drama that takes place in 1959 in a small Mormon town in Utah.  The discussion will 
center on the development of the novel and the process of getting it published.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

====================================================================================
MUSIC  MUSTS ……… 

On Sunday, March 22 at 2 p.m., our next chamber music concert will feature members of the Ventura 
Piano Quintet, joined by oboist Bruce Walker. The program will include Cello Sonata No 2, Opus 58 by 
Mendelssohn, Mozart’s Oboe Quartet, K. 370, and Louise Farrenc’s Quintet No. 2, Opus 31.  Farrenc, a 
victim of 19th century sexism is a marvelous rediscovery, whose warm harmonies and lyricism are 
reminiscent of Brahms.  Don’t misss this.  Admission is $10, $8 for A/C members, students.  Sold only at 
the door.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

http://www.ojaiact.org/


DANCE DO’INS... 

On Saturday, March 14, a Contra Dance featuring the band SOUTHERN COMFORT with caller John 
Rogers.  Steve Lewis on banjo, Joe Wack, guitar and Frank Hoppe, fiddle.  Live music, lots of fun. 7 p.m. 
for newcomers, 7:30 for all others.  No partners necessary and a good time guaranteed for all!!! 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ART ATTRACTIONS… 

The March exhibit in our galleries is a one-of-a-kind, first-ever, all male invitational show called “All 
Male Review”.   The guys will show works in a variety of mediums and styles from the male perspective.  
Artists include Tom Hardcastle, Kirk Lowry, Kent Butler, Roger Conrad, Edmund Arredondo, Rick 
Carreon, John Talevich, Tiger Huang, Jim Joseph, Charlie Benton, Norm Kirk, Leo Braun, Mel Greenblatt, 
Richard Franklin, Brian Davis, Richard Rackus,and Mario Botti. 

The Front Showcase will display the art of Patty Smith.  Her interest is in nature and she paints 
landscape and still life in pastel and oils. The Beato Showcase will continue with the latest “Village 
People” exhibit.  RECEPTION IS SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 1-3 P.M. 

THE 32ND ANNUAL  ART IN THE PARK WILL BE HELD MAY 23 & 24.  ARTISTS ARE INVITED TO APPLY TO 
THIS JURIED, 2 DAY, FINE ART FESTIVAL. ACCEPTABLE CATEGORIES ARE fine jewelry, photography, glass, 
sculpture, graphics, watercolor, mixed media, wood, oil/acrylic, ceramics and pastel.  Call 646-0117 to 
receive an application or for more info. Deadline to apply is April 3. 

Coming attractions….. We are excited to announce the return of the “The Figure as Art”,  an exciting 
juried exhibit of figurative work from Santa Barbara, Ojai and Ventura County.  Artists are invited to 
submit original drawings and paintings in water based, oil based, pastel, mixed media, hand-pulled 
prints, and drawing materials. Take-in date is Friday, April 3, 10:30 – 1:30 p.m.  Dates for the exhibit are 
April 4 to May 7.  For more info call Marta 646-6729 or Susan 985-0500.  

Also coming up is the annual Photography Exhibit. See enclosed flyer. 

 

 

 

 


