
NEWSLETTER,  NOVEMBER 2009 

It’s been 70 years since Dr. Charles Butler stood before the community to announce the opening of 

“The Community Art Center of the Ojai Valley”.   On November 5, 1939, after years of fundraising and 

construction,  the time had finally come to open the doors and start the business- at- hand.  The newly 

created by-laws stated, “The purpose of the Art Center is to advance the interest, influence and 

usefulness of The Arts in the community by providing a creative outlet and furnishing educational 

facilities in all branches of the Arts; to engage in the promotion, from an avocational standpoint, of 

fine and applied arts, choral, and instrumental music, dancing, literature and drama and to aid 

individuals and organizations in the pursuit and enjoyment thereof as amateurs”.   Dr. Butler’s vision 

was to unite five independent , homeless arts organizations under one roof  to promote the arts as a 

whole.  His ideas were well received and the dream materialized.   The by-laws set up seven decades 

ago still form the cornerstone of policy.  The Board of Trustees , elected annually, still govern the 

operations. It has worked well, and we are proud to have the distinction of being the “oldest, 

continually operating, non-profit art center in the state”. WOW!!! 

On Friday, November 13 we’re going to have A BIG BIRTHDAY BASH.  We are inviting all of the 

community, our members and their families and friends to help us celebrate this wondrous 

occasion.  What’s a party without music? We’ve got the best with Jimmy Calire and his band playing.  

How about beverages?  That too, with a full bar serving cocktails and non-alcoholic  drinks.  

Speeches?  Yep, we’ll have some special guests speak.  And of course, birthday cake.  Help us pay 

tribute to Dr. Butler, his early ideals and the miracle of this great organization. The fun starts at 7 

p.m.   Everyone welcome!!!!   

Our fundraising efforts continue.  If you are able to contribute a little something towards our goal of raising $70,000 it 

will be greatly appreciated.  Help us secure the future of the Art Center for another 70 years!!! 

 THEATRE THINGS…..We’ve got one more weekend of The Glass Menagerie.  Performances are Fri., 

Oct. 30 at 8 p.m., there is no show on Halloween, Oct. 31,ending on Sunday Nov. 1 with, two 

performances, a matinee at 2p.m. and an evening show at 7 p.m.  Don’t miss this classic Tennessee 

Williams drama.  Reservations – 640-8797 or log on to www.OjaiAct.org. 

OUR THEATRE BRANCH ANNOUNCES THE 2010 SEASON!  See the enclosed brochure and get the 

best deal in town with a season ticket subscription. 

ART HAPPENINGS…. The November Gallery Exhibit  combines the talents of five local women who call themselves 

“The Ojai Groupò.  Kristy Vantrease, Barbara Wiles, Patty Van Dyke, Diane Hanley and Mary-Gail King join forces 

in “Ojai Ink”.  Exhibit Nov. 7 through Dec. 3, Reception Sunday November 8, 1-3.  This same group will present an 

Ink Resist Workshop on Sunday, November 15,  10 a.m. to 3 p.m.   Call Diane at 484-7594 or Patty at 657-3525 for 

more info and to register.      Ceramics fired in a special salt kiln in Santa Barbara will be on display in the Beato 

Showcase.  

Before you know it the holidays will be here .  We invite all artists, and craftspeople to create wreaths, 

masks or ornaments as part of our special December holiday gallery show ï ñInnocent Merrimentò.   See 

enclosed flyer. 

 LITERARY EVENTS é. On Monday, November 9 at 7 p.m. in the Gallery, the Literary Branch 

will present (a day after the close of the Ojai-Ventura International Film Festival)  a discussion of 

screenwriting with Michael Janover , screenwriter and screenwriting teacher.  Michael is a 

founder of the Ojai Film Society.  Refreshments will be provided.  Donations are welcome.  

DANCE DOINGSé  There are two Contra Dances coming up.  The first will be on Saturday, 

November 28 with music by Celtic Spring and steps called by Jonathan Southard. Intro to steps at 7 p.m., 

followed by dancing at 7:30 p.m.   We will then end the year with a New Yearôs Eve Contra Dance on 

Thursday December 31.  The New Yearôs Dance will feature the band Bonfire and caller Susan Michaels.  

7:30 for newcomers and dancing from 8 p.m. to midnight.  No partners are necessary for Contra Dancing 

and everyone is welcome.  Call Karin at 933-0660 for info. 

We are excited to welcome a new dance class.  Come explore the basic steps and dance techniques of 

Ballroom Dance.  No partner necessary, wear dress shoes that you can move in and that stay attached to 

your feet.  Taught by former competitor, Paul Sulzman.  Wednesdays, 7 ï 8 p.m. starting November  11.  

Call Paul, 323 273-7285 for more info. 

http://www.ojaiact.org/


 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 


